
 
 

IOLA, KANSAS                           OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                       March 13, 2018 

 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairperson 

Thomas R. Williams, Commissioner Jerry Daniels, and Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk.     

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on March 6, 2018. 

 

Bob Johnson, Iola Register, Bryan Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, John F. Brocker, nominated 

Commissioner District #3, and Larry Walden, citizen, was present to observe the meeting. 

 

Ron Karn, Berry Tractor, Don Fleckal, Continental Equipment, Lance Green, Murphy Tractor, and 

Travis Clinesmith, Murphy Tractor, joined the meeting for crusher discussion.   

 

Cole Herder, City of Humboldt Administrator, joined the meeting.   

 

Lance Green and Travis Clinesmith, Murphy Tractor, presented a spreadsheet concerning fuel 

savings (saves $20,000 to $30,000 per year), robust machine (4 bar machine with Hydraulic zero 

point control), experience in crushing (160 years in crushers), John Deere/Wirtgen Acquisition 

(was purchased by John Deere, American company), Murphy Tractor Service Center (will be 

placed on North side of Humboldt) and other benefits that Murphy Tractor can offer to keep the 

crusher up and running.  Discussion followed.   Lance stated where Murphy Tractor has crushers 

located around the area.   

 

Ron Karns discussed how quickly Berry Tractor’s crusher can work.  They bid a larger crusher with 

a remote control which can be shut down from a different area. Berry Tractor offers several 

options for convenience.   

 

Ben Schmidtlein, Van Keppel Company, explained his crusher is hydraulic not diesel.  This crusher 

has a 2 deck screen which gives another option to crushing.  It has a CAT motor so it can be 

serviced very quickly as well.   

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, discussed crushers.  Commissioners 

requested Mitch to give an outline of what he and his quarry crew are expecting out of a 

crusher.   

 

Mitch reported the road crews are out patching pot holes.  They are about out of asphalt so 

once they are out, they will have to wait until the company starts selling it again.   

 

Cole asked Mitch how soon the bridge will be inspected.  Schwab Eaton will be inspecting 

bridges this year and Humboldt was requested to be soon.  

 

Bob Johnson asked about traffic counters and when they will be out?  Mitch explained he has to 

purchase more as some are not working.   

 

Sherrie requested on behalf of Denise Smith, Relay for Life Event Leader, “The 2018 Relay For Life 

Leadership team is wanting to get permission from the county commissioners to use the Allen 

Co. Courthouse square on Saturday June 2, 2018 for our annual Relay event.  We would also like 

to decorate the square the week before Relay like we have done in the past.”  Commissioners 

approved both requests, to be coordinated with Ron Holman, Allen County House and Grounds 

Director. 

 

Sherrie requested on behalf of Beverly Roush, New York Life Insurance Company representative, 

to offer guaranteed issue employee’s whole life insurance through New York Life to employees.  

Discussion followed on what life insurance is already offered to employees.  Commissioners 

declined to offer this to the employees this year.   

 



 
Alan discussed the 169 Corridor.  Commissioners expressed their concerns and their approval.  

Alan prepared a letter of support and a resolution for review. 
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March 20, 2018 

 

To: Chairman Richard Proehl and the House Transportation Committee 

From: Allen County Board of Commissioners 

RE: Letter of Support for U.S. Highway 169 Corridor Coalition and SB 285 

 

Dear Chairman Proehl and Members of the Committee: 

 

Please accept this letter and our Resolution No. 201803 in support of the U.S. Highway 169 Corridor 

Coalition and its mission to promote public and private investment in creating a safe, free-flowing, 

high, wide and heavy transportation corridor from Kansas City to Tulsa comprised of U.S. Highway 

169, rail, air and port access to connect the regional economy to the global market. 

 

Allen County, Kansas supports the Montgomery County Action Council (MCAC) in its support of the 

following priority projects, in order, as outlined by the coalition: 

 

1. Build out the shoulders on U.S. 169 between Welda and Garnett; 

2. An overpass at U.S. 160 and 169; 

3. Safety improvements/overpass at K-47 and U.S. 169 interchange; 

4. Implement acquisition planning to purchase rights-of-way sufficient for future 4-lane expansion of 

U.S. 169 from Kansas City to Tulsa including space for rest areas and turnouts for traffic stops and 

commercial vehicle inspections with each project; 

5. Efficient traffic flow on U.S. 169 through Thayer and Coffeyville; and 

6. Resurfacing of U.S. 169 in northern Allen County. 

 

Allen County also supports Sub. for SB 285 establishing the joint legislative transportation task force as it 

relates to the evaluation of the state highway fund and the state highway transportation system. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Thomas R. Williams 

Chair, Allen County Commission 

 

 And 
RESOLUTION #201803 

 
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE U.S. HIGHWAY 169 CORRIDOR COALTION’S MISSION AND SOLITITION 
OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE FUNDING FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE SAME. 
 
WHEREAS, the Allen County Board of County Commissioners supports the mission of the U.S. Highway 169 
Corridor Coalition to promote public and private investment in creating a safe, regional free-flowing, high, wide 
and heavy transportation corridor from Kansas City to Tulsa comprised of U.S. Highway 169, rail, air and port 
access to connect the regional economy to the global market; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Allen County Board of County Commissioners supports U.S. Highway 169 Corridor Coalition’s 
intent to solicit funding from public and private sources. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY of ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS: 
 
That the Allen County Board of County Commissioners does hereby support the mission of the U.S. Highway 169 
Corridor Coalition and the coalition’s intent to solicit funding from public and private sources on behalf of the 
citizens of Iola, Kansas. 
 
 ADOPTED AND PASSED by the Allen County Board of County Commissioners, this 3rd of March, 2018. 

 



 
Commissioner Daniels moved to approve a support letter and Resolution #201803 and authorize 

Chairman Williams to sign.  Chairman Williams seconded, motion passed 2-0-0.  Chairman 

Williams signed the letter and Resolution 201803.    

 

Jamie Westervelt, ACMAT Director, Greta Ingle, Thrive Allen County, Breanna Northcutt, Adryan 

Nading, Tessa Bain, and Gab Berry, ACMAT students, reported the Iola High School had signed 

the banner yesterday at lunch time.   

 

Breanna Northcutt reported Kick Butts Day is March 21, 2018.   Kick Butts Day is a national 

campaign to bring awareness to the dangers of tobacco use.  4,400 adults in Kanas die every 

year due to tobacco related causes.  Smoking kills more people than alcohol, AIDS, car crashes, 

illegal drugs, murders, and suicides combined – and thousands more die from other tobacco-

related causes – such as fires caused by smoking (more than 1,000 deaths/year nationwide) and 

smokeless tobacco use.  This is from the Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids.  According to the 

Kansas Communities That Care Survey from 2017; the state average of students that reported 

smoking cigarettes at least once in their lifetime is only 12% while the average among students in 

Allen County is 20%.  The good news is that we have lowered it from almost 22% in 2016. 

 

Adryan Nading reported 47 almost 48% of students reported that is would be “very hard” to get 

cigarettes in the 2017 KCTC survey.  This is up almost 4% from the 2015 survey.  The harder it is for 

underage age youth to get tobacco products, than the lower the usage rates.   

 

Jamie requested to put up 12 yard signs, 1 banner and some fake tombstones for next week 

since Kick Butts Day is March 21, 2018, to promote not smoking.  Greta Ingles requested for Thrive 

to put body bags with the tombstones.  Commissioners approved ACMAT’s request and denied 

Thrives request.  Commissioners requested Jamie to coordinate with Ron Holman, Allen County 

House and Grounds Director.     

 

Jamie mentioned this group of young adults went to Topeka to talk to Legislators.  They visited 

with Caryn Tyson, Kansas Senator 12th District and Kent Thompson, Kansas Representative 9th 

District. 

 

Sandy requested permission to get bids for truck.  Commissioners approved.    

 

Cole reported he was going forward with application for US Department Economic 

Development for a grant.  He is waiting for them to have a hearing and board meeting to 

review the applications.  Cole asked about the county’s match for this application for grant 

which was discussed December 12 and 19, 2017.  The current engineering does not qualify to be 

paid for in this grant request since they had already finished the engineering. Cole asked about 

the match from Allen County; is it directly for the grant or up to the $335,000?  Commissioners 

stated they will review the minutes which stated the dollar amount.   

 

Loren Korte, PSI, discussed the 2018 renewal and data liability insurance and Municipal Violent 

Event Response Coverage costs.  He also commented that the airport needs better valued 

coverage. They noticed when the hangars were damaged by the wind storm the value was to 

low.  Commissioners approved to add the data liability and Municipal Violent Event Response 

Coverage to the policy.   

 

Terry Call joined the meeting.   

 

Bill Manes, Thrive Economic Development Director, joined the meeting and discussed the 

Resolution #201803 for 169 Corridor Coalition.  Commissioners reported they have already taken 

action on the support letter and Resolution.  Bill stated he appreciated the commissioners’ 

support. 

 

Cole discussed a meeting he had attended with KDOT on the 169 Corridor Coalition.   

 



 
Sid Fleming, City of Iola Administrator, Michael Burnett, Allen County EMS Director, and Tim Thyer, 

City of Iola Fire Chief, joined the meeting. Director Burnett discussed 4th quarter reports that had 

been sent to the commission: 

 

   

 
 



 

 
 

Sid reported they are on track to do the same thing in 2018.  He stated they are always looking 

for more paramedics.  He said the need is state wide.  Iola has two that are about done with 

paramedics schooling.   Chief Thyer stated two on injury list that should be back pretty quick.  

Coffeyville has stalled their classes to regroup, since count was down.  The other opportunities for 

classes are a few miles away.   

 

Director Burnett stated they are working on the ambulance, preparing for annual inspection 

about June.   

 

Commissioner Daniels stated equipment, vehicles and stations are what new paramedics are 

looking at when they are making a decision on where to work.  Discussion followed.  Sid is 

working on improving the work place.  Chief Thyer commented they train them up good and 

then they want more action.   

 

Chief Thyer discussed going to a Job Fair but had to skip it this year due to conflict of scheduling.  

Discussion followed on what Iola offers and options.  Chief Thyer stated Yates Center used a 

CDBG Grant for the city fire station.  Chairman Williams asked about the Rural Fire Station in 

Yates Center.  None knew, but Cole presented a name for them to contact. 

 

Terry presented numbers for 2018 year to date runs and payment.  304 total ambulance 

responses, average of 5.16 calls per day (19 less than last year).  100 dry runs, 79 ALS Emergency, 

9 ALS Non-Emergency, 107 BLS Emergency and 9 BLS Non-Emergency and 77 Hospital to Hospital 

Transfers which are up 14 from last year.  Total receipts for 2018 have been $114,760.55. 

Payments have been from Medicare ($43,463.73), Commercial ($58,428.38), Patient ($8,419.35) 

and Setoff Program ($3,965.86).  Iola area had 221 responses with average response time of 4.59 

minutes, Humboldt area had 55 responses with average response time of 4.98 minutes and 

Moran area had 28 responses with an average response time of 5.96 minutes.  Discussion 

followed.  Commissioners thanked Terry for his report.  

 



 
Commissioner Daniels reported he has been visiting with school administrators.  Since the topic 

of safety is questionable, they would like funding help from Allen County.   He would like to have 

the commission consider immediate funding for the USD’s to help with items such as cameras, 

locks and whatever is needed to keep the kids safe.  Commissioner Daniels stated he doesn’t 

think the state legislation is going to be coming through for funding.  Larry Walden asked if 

funding is the county’s responsibility.  Commissioner Daniels stated the kids need to be kept safe.  

The schools will all be going through Homeland Security inspections here before long.   

 

Alan reported on the Tax Foreclosure Sale.  $40,000 was made and the county ended up with 3 

lots in the flood zone that did not sell.  Discussion followed.  

 

Chairman Williams asked Alan about changes in bids after they were presented to the 

commission. Alan explained the commissioners always have the right to negotiate on bids; i.e. 

the crusher bids.  Alan will review. Discussion followed on lease vs cash.  Commissioners will ask all 

the bidders to come up with a cash value including trade in.    

 

Commissioners approved the following documents: 

 

a) Clerks Vouchers –  $6,896.63   

b) Payroll –  mileage reimbursement for Crystal Richey, Jason Trego, and Michael Hough 

                                    Change form – Alan Weber, 40 hours to 30 hours 

      Appellate Brief – Jacqie Spradling 

c) Clerks Journal Entries # 11-13 

 

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Daniels moved to adjourn, 

Chairman Williams seconded, and motion passed 2-0-0. Meeting was adjourned at 9:55 a.m. 

until March 20, 2018 at 8:30 a.m. in the Commission room of the courthouse. 

 

 

______________________________________  ______________________________________ 

Thomas R. Williams, Chairperson   Jerry Daniels, Commissioner 

______________________________________              ______________________________________ 

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk     


